The Rest of the Story
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A young filmmaker is bringing his skills to bear on a historic plantation.

On a bright moming this pas
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fillmmmaker frntany Cherian sat down
for his first meeting with the staff and
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Siate Histarie Site. The site ia bea
krnown for the decorative-arts eollee-
liu-r!. di.LPI.;}E-IJ. :ill. d'l.f I.llil:ll.dll.l_l]'l IFUl.l!-l:'
whach includes hisearie paintings amd
lﬁmi:hingi - I:'."\.;.'Ilt'l.'.i.il.”':.' ceramics, fur-
niture and textiles — selected by Irma
Hogg, the daughter of former gover
nor James Stephen Hogg, who donat-
ed the property to the state in 1958
But for the next few months Cherdan
§ doctoral student at the University of
Texasin Austin, will keep has focus on
the role African Americans have
played in the park’s early history.
Thanks to a major grant, Cheran
aims to contribute new information
to Texas Parks and Wildlife interpre-
tive resonrcoes im thiz Trg:l.r-:_i. “1ts the
{13 Tns]] impurtunl histaric site in the
state of Texas,” he says, ©
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KAl |J-|.|r|l.ll.|r.'-n. o the H Logys and the N et
pilindusiry. There's been slave labor and prison labor on the
aine, which haan't alwoys been credited or appreciated, and cur
jr_1|.1 i to reconcile what has 11&].![.?“31:1'] here in the T!'-'I=| with
what we ve got here todoy.”

Cherian izn't the first 1o address the complex history of the
Varner-Hogg Plantation. Building on early preservation
plans and numerous oral history projects. former park
saperintendent Jeff Hutchinson and other TPWID staff have
worked to address the site’s myriad cultural heritage | addi-
tionally, Cary Cordova, another University of Texas _'._:nn:hl-
iate student, has written two studies on the lives of slaves al
Varner-Hogg

IIJ:L'.'|1-¢=|'1:|1'| 15 rtrr'n'ing EETIETOUS |'r|.:s|'i1l.:!i|:u:|:|l assislATICE, b -
't:|g bseern namiad Lhe i|'.auHu:Jl scholar-in-residence [or the
Project m Interpreting the Texas Past. With monies COMIng
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as well, Chertae will receive |:|1.-.1||p 25-11:!,':!':3{'! in ensh and
equipment to help camplete research that will enlminnre in
i rlnnnnu_'::ul.a.r!.' film, an interactive WD and an upd:led
interpretive Wel site for Varner-1 il.:-m{

"r'l":llkm_:: thie verdant |1|r|.r|1r|.|1-:1n Ig'rl'|-|.||'|-|'|'\v| with Clhierian and
Furrent 1'.-I.l'!':I'| m'-]']-::-g'g .-.il:c :::.‘m.-age:r Emhd}' -[-h:-']uf-”lllt'.
there are some clues as to how to address I:u'|.lil.s such as slav-
ery and the sugnr industry, Ima Hogg's philanthropic legacy
and the discovery of oil on the property = a breakthrough that
earnied the Hogp family almost $40,000 a day in crude,
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Grodusto student Aathoeny Cherfan éwill Tocud on the ol ATk
Armpricans pleyed in the history of Yermer-Hogyg Flantation State
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noetes Cherwn, For instance, archealogists have uncovered
the foundations of three slave eabins, and the bricks wsed 1o
build those siructures can still be found on the property, In
lmct, ]:I..II'L stall ofien wse such items (o 1':1:|p iHuastrate the
diverse heritage af the site. and Taylor- Hille acknowledges
that rours can beecome even richer with Cherian's help,

Far Cherian, .I.\I‘--HIH q‘l.li.'!lil.‘lﬂ\ comes with the lermitary. I
additien to ferreting out details from the lma Hoge Fapers
collection at U'T"s Center for American History, he has been
inlerviewing West Columbia community me mbers concern
ing the legaey of African Americans and slaves, in particular,
at the plam:n..:;u.. His I:rr:'vil:n'.l. documentary, "Truth T Ever
Told,” co-directed with BMark We '|Ir-'m1'r~|n|‘|1]. wit funded in
part l:}-']'i"l.'fl_"l; the film prosonts an oral history ol an Alrican
American farming community in Washington County, Texas
The film won the 2002 Fora Meale Hurstan prize in African
American Studies from the American Folklore Society.
Cherian is olwiously enthusiastic sbout his latest project.

""-'lu'-r_ waril nll the ‘“I-I"I‘i yisiors to -r|r|'|.w A EOTneclion ht['n'i.‘l'.‘l"l
the history here and their lives today.” says Cherian, "lts an
epic story, but Yarmer-1 |ug|h' has the history to tell it,”

than bk

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE =

15

WO O | O TEYT AR O D

_%l-l—: — 7 .

L |
== I

[




